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CHAPTER I. 


THE MEETING OF THE TRAVELLER AND THE OLD MAN. 
a N one of the highest points of the 

Jura, not far from St. Laurent, 
5 -® and near a wood of beech and fir 
trees, is an old cross, at the foot ‘of which 
several paths meet. 

This perishable monument of a love 
which will never end, should remind 
every one who contemplates it of the all- 
sufficient sacrifice of the Son of God, and 
lead the thoughts to that inheritance 
which the Crucified One procured for His 
Church at so great a price. 

But how few there are who comprehend 
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the language of the cross, the sign of 
redemption! How few, at the thought 
of the consecrated cross, direct their 
affections to that Lamb of God who was 
sacrificed upon it! . 

On the other hand, also, how many of 
those who call upon the name of the Son 
of God, seduced by prejudice or misled 
by ignorance, seek in a material cross 
what is only to be found in that Saviour, 
who, it is true, died upon that accursed 
tree, but who is now in the glory of the 
Father ! 

When Israel was perishing in the 
desert from the bite of fiery serpents, 
Moses, at the command of God, elevated 
a brazen serpent upon a pole; and, 
according to the Divine word, every one 
who looked upon it was immediately 
healed.* It was to the power of God, 
and the deliverance which came from 
Him, that the Israelites looked by faith, 
whilst their eyes were directed to the 

* Num. xxi. 6—9. 
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elevated serpent. How far was this 
brazen work, at that time, from being to 
a believer what superstition afterwards 
madeit! In the desert, and in the midst 
of the camp, the serpent proclaimed the 
promise and mercy of the Lord; and 
seven centuries afterwards that piece of 
brass became an idol:* Israel burned 
incense to it; and those who turned away 
from the Lord worshipped the token of 
His goodness. | 

Jesus, the well-beloved of the Father, 
was raised upon a cross. A promise is 
made,t that every soul who looks with 
faith towards that Victim shall be cured 
of the wounds and saved from the death 
which sin has brought upon him. The 
believer looks to Jesus, and lays hold on 
the promise: the ignorant man—the 
idolater—praises the cross, and, bending 
his knee before a symbol, he forgets and 
rejects the Benefactor of Whom this 
monument should remind him. 

* 2 Kings xviil. 4. + Jobn iii. 14, 15. 
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Such were my thoughts whilst I re- 
posed my weary limbs upon the matted 
turf at the foot of the cross. I had just 
crossed the mountain, and before pro- 
ceeding to my destination, which was 
still distant, I was regaining strength, 
and at the same time meditating on that 
great God and Saviour, Whom the 
Christian finds everywhere, both on the 
mountain and in the plain, in solitude as 
well as in the assembly of His wor- 
shippers. 

‘Holy Spirit,’’ I inwardly prayed, 
“lift my heart to my Iather! O Lord 
Jesus! my Shepherd! look upon one of 
Thy sheep who calls upon Thee; and 
cause me to hear sweet words of peace 
and hope.”’ 

At this moment two countrymen 
passed, followed by an old man, whose 
outward appearance indicated that he 
belonged to the upper class of society. 
In approaching the cross the country- 
men uncovered their heads, made a sign 
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of adoration, and continued their journey. 
The old man stopped, respectfully took 
off his hat, and bowed his head, scarcely 
covered with his grey hairs, before the 
cross. 

“OQ Lord,” I silently ejaculated, 
“have pity upon this soul; and if Thy 
true cross is not yet known to him, 
manifest unto him Thy grace.”’ 
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CHAPTER II. 


THE TRAVELLER'S RELIGION. 


1 ae old man, having finished his 
prayer, replaced his hat on his 
Ky head, and leaning with both hands 
upon his staff, asked me, in a kind manner, 
if I was a traveller, and if I was come 
from a distance. 

‘Tam only taking a walk among these 
hills,’’ replied I; ‘‘but I am neverthe- 
less a traveller; for we are all on the 
road leading towards eternity, to which 
we are very near.’ 

The old man looked at me in silence, 
as if to find out what kind of person he 
was who made this serious reply; then 
seating himself on the edge of the path 
before me, he said with much reserve, 

“May I venture to inquire what 
religion you are of?” 
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“Of the religion of Heaven,” I 
answered with simplicity; “of that 
which the only begotten Son of God 
brought to us Himself, and confirmed for 
ever, when He shed His blood upon the 
cross.’’ 

The old man’s attention was still more 
excited by this new answer. I saw 
clearly that he was considering what he 
should say to me, and that several 
thoughts pressed upon his mind. 

‘Permit me to ask you,’’ he at length 
added, with some degree of earnestness, 
“whether you are a Roman Catholic, or 
——a, Protestant?” 

“I only know,” I respectfully 
answered, “‘One Name under heaven 
given among men whereby they must be 
saved. This great name is that of JEsus 
Curist, the Son of God: it is after this 
name alone that I call myself. I am 1 
Christian.”’ 

These words occasioned some embar- 
rassment to him who interrogated me: 
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and, smiling, like one who suspects he is 
about to make some mistake, he said: 

**T also bear this name, because I also 
believe that the Lord Jesus Curist died 
for meonthecross. At least I hope so.” 

“A hope is but a small thing,” I 
gravely replied, “‘when it regards a 
question of life or death. Uncertainty, 
and even a single doubt, on this point, 
is a very serious evil, as we cannot 
claim even a single hour as our own in 
which to examine this question; and 
that is a terrible reply which the Bride- 
groom will Himself give to the foolish 
virgins who shall not have taken oil in 
their lamps, ‘I know you not’”’ (Matt. 
xxv. 1-12). 

‘You are very serious,’”’ said the old 
man, drawing one hand across his fore- 
head; “but what you say interests me 
much. Would you therefore speak to 
me further on this subject, which, I con- 
fess, continually occupies my thoughts ?”’ 

Reader! if you love the Lorp JEsus, 
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you will understand how much I was 
rejoiced at this request. Accordingly, 
I said to the old man, 

‘‘ How can we more pleasantly employ 
this hour which God gives us, than in 
contemplating together the unspeakable 
love which He has manifested towards us 
in His Holy Son Jesus? As for myself, 
I assure you nothing is more delightful 
than a conversation upon heavenly 
things; and since your desire and mine 
are the same, may it please the Lord to 
direct our intercourse by the Spirit of 
truth and charity.”’ 

“Amen !”’ added the old man, pressing 
his clasped hands to his bosom: ‘God 
grant it may be so! and may He cause 
me to hear from your mouth some words 
of peace and consolation to my soul.” 
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CHAPTER ITI. - 


THE OLD MAN’S BELIEF. 


\ yw RAVELLER. “ You feel, then, the 
fi need of both.”’ 
VO Old Man. “ Yes, of both. Iam 


seeking for the peace of God, and I have 
some troubles which are not yet 
alleviated.”’ 

Traveller. ‘‘Surely that which relates 
to eternity appears to you more import- 
ant than what is confined to this world. 
For misfortunes and vexations are of 
very little consequence, in comparison 
with the fears of the soul concerning the 
future.” 

Old Man. ‘Very little indeed: for 
truly, as you have said, we are very near 
eternity.” 


“And do you approach it with 
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trembling?” I asked, desiring that he 
would open his mind to me. 

He answered with the most engaging 
frankness: “I will disclose to you all my 
thoughts upon the subject, sir, since you 
take such kind interest in me. And first 
I must tell you, that I am seriously con- 
cerned about my _ salvation. The 
remembrance of the seventy-six past 
years of my life presses it upon me daily , 
and as I believe the Holy Scriptures, 1 
do not trifle with what will follow after 
death, and I desire above everything to 
possess the grace of God. My life has 
been a very chequered one. My birth 
and inclinations conducted me into the 
business and tumult of the world. Iam 
now weary of it, and for the last ten or 
twelve years I have lived in retirement, 
where I devote myself principally to the 
pursuit of that which He who cannot err 
calls the ‘one thing needful.’”’ 

Traveller. “You are very happy, 
desiring that grace without which no 
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man shall see God. You will be still 
more so, if by faith you lay hold of it, 
and it should become your possession 
from this time.” 

Old Man. “It is a serious affair, and 
it is not by slight efforts that it can be 
obtained. But, difficult as this work 
may be, I am not hopeless of accomplish- 
ing it. Other sinners have attained to 
it, why should not I also be able, and, 
like them, merit grace?”’ 

It was thus that this interesting man 
showed me that he was still in ignorance 
as to the grace of God, and that the gift 
of the Father in Jesus Christ was not yet 
revealed to him. 

He had, indeed, uttered the delightful 
word Grace; but he did not understand 
its meaning, since he spoke of meriting 
it: thus regarding salvation as a benefit 
which was to be acquired by works and 
efforts. } 

I wished to be certain that such was 
in fact his opinion; and to that end I 
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asked him if he hoped he was approach- 
ing the mark, or if he feared he was still 
far from it. 

“It does not become any sinner to 
boast, ’’ he replied with humility, “and 
me less than any other; but, notwith- 
standing my great weakness, may I not 
hope that that merciful God who calls 
Himself Love, and who represents Him- 
self as a tender Father, will have pity on 
me—on my ignorance, alas!—on my 
misery; and—shall I say it?—will be 
satisfied with what I have been able to 
do, or at least have desired to do, to con- 
ciliate His favour?” 

These words left me no further room 
to doubt as to the spiritual state of the 
old man. His confession of faith was 
unequivocal—namely, that he expected 
the pardon of his sins and a heavenly 
inheritance as a reward for his works ;— 
a magnificent reward, it is true, but 
merited, at least in part, by a course of 
works or sacrifices. 
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Well, reader! perhaps you are saying, 
Was he not right? Should not a sinner 
seek for pardon from God? And will he 
not have merited it when, after having 
turned from evil, he shall by good con- 
duct have repaired his former errors, and 
kept the path of uprightness? Will God 
in His justice be less easily entreated 
than men in theirs; and among men, 
does not he who ceases to do evil, and 
applies himself to what is good, obtain 
grace (pardon)? No, not grace; for 
grace is not merited.* If, then, you 
speak of grace, do not pronounce the 
word merit, unless by grace you mean a 
payment or recompense; and if that is 
the sense you give it, cease even to men- 
tion grace, for then it no longer exists. 


wy Hl evovngi, aly ley 
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CHAPTER IY. 
THE OLD MAN’S ERROR. 


HE old man had not yet compre- 
a hended it, but he did not doubt 
MOx“%e of its existence; for, upon my 
asking him if he thought that the pardon 
of sin and eternal life were a free gift, 
resulting from the goodness of God, he 
replied without hesitation,— 

“T hold no other doctrine; that is my 
belief. Certainly salvation is the gift of 
God; and I do not think that any one 
can be saved otherwise than through 
Him who died upon the cross.”’ 

I should have been surprised to have 
found this inconsistency in a man whose 
language and manners indicated a well- 
cultivated mind and much good sense, 
if I had not recognized in what he said 
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the same kind of reasoning which I my- 
self had formerly adopted, and which is 
so frequently met with among Christians 
of our day. 

In fact, if the greater part of those 
who profess to believe in the Lord Jesus 
be asked what is their hope as to eternal 
salvation, they will almost unanimously 
reply, that they expect it from the mercy 
and grace of God in Jesus Christ; and 
that it is a order to obtain wt, and to 
render themselves worthy of zt—at least 
as much so as man is capable of doing— 
that they attend church, observe the 
duties of religion, bestow alms, and 
abstain from allirregular conduct. That 
is to say, on the one hand they use the 
words Saviour, grace, free pardon, the 
gift of Heaven; but, on the other, they 
study to merit and gain of themselves 
the remission of their sins and everlast- 
ing happiness. 

Thus they imitate the folly of a bank- 
rupt, who boasts that the king in person 
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has freed him from all his debts, but 
who, at the same time, economizes even 
his bread and water, for fear, as he says, 
of being imprisoned if he does not pay 
all himself. 

Such was the old man’s error. I 
desired to show it him, but, before doing 
so, I thought it better that he should 
fully declare it, in order that the truth 
might afterwards appear more striking 
to him,—a necessary precaution in a 
case of this kind; for if we show to a 
pupil the beauty of the model, and help 
him to imitate it, before he has fully 
recognized the faults and deformity of 
his own design, it is to be feared he may 
retain some regret for having destroyed 
that which he had traced with com- 
placency, and which his prejudiced eyes 
regarded as equal to his model. 

I then asked the old man when he 
hoped that the grace of God would be 
granted him, and if he thought that the 
Lord Jesus would soon absolve him from 
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his sins, and give him an entrance into 
Paradise. 

‘‘T do not know,’’ he replied, with a 
little embarrassment. ‘‘I must confess 
to you that my youth, which was passed 
in the profession of arms, was not irre- 
proachable. But since I have been 
settled by a happy marriage, I can say 
that my life has been a course of 
integrity. Not that I have been better 
than many of my equals, but, in one 
word, I have neither transgressed the 
laws of honour nor the duties of justice ; 
and if to benefit others is a good work, 
as well as one of the purest pleasures, 
perhaps I may also speak of that. 

‘As to my religion, by my very situa- 
tion, having an official employment in 
a neighbouring department, I am called 
upon to be an example; and I hope 1am 
an obedient child to our holy mother 
the Church. Have I not, then, some 
well-founded hope of being made a par- 
taker of God’s grace?” 
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You are very happy,’ I replied, “to 
have been able to avoid the agitation of 
the world, and to make yourself useful 
to your contemporaries ; and I can easily 
understand how much your conduct has 
called forth their approbation. But 
may I venture to ask you, whether you 
have done these things for God or for 


yourself? ”’ H 
“For myself!”’ he rephed thought- 
fully. ‘‘In some respects I have done 


them for myself, without doubt. JI own 
I have found my happiness in living in 
peace and retirement with my excellent 
wife, and in the midst of a family 
entirely after my own heart; but I do 
not think that in delighting in these 
enjoyments I have done otherwise than 
according to the will of that bountiful 
Being who gave them me.” 

“Neither do I,” I replied. “But 
what I ask you is, if the good you have 
done, either in secret, or in favour of 
your neighbour, or for the honour of 
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religion, has been a demonstration of 
love to God your Saviour; or rather, if 
it has not been the expression of your 
desire to obtain by these means the 
favour of God, the pardon of your sins, 
and finally the salvation of your soul?” 

My inquiry was addressed to the con- 
sclence of this upright man. He 
considered it a few moments, and then 
replied by this avowal: 

‘I acknowledge that if, when a man 
does good with a view to the reward 
which comes from God, he is seeking 
himself, I have fallen into this fault; 
and I confess that your remarks strike 
me forcibly. But be pleased, however, 
to tell me, whether to do what God com- 
mands, not looking to a sordid material 
recompense, but with a view to the 
recompense of eternal life prepared for 
His faithful servants, is not good; and 
whether it be not a motive that God 
Himself has sanctioned.” 

I replied: “‘So long as I, a rebellious 
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soldier, am submissive to the king’s 
commandment, for fear lest a revolt may 
bring me to execution, or in order that 
the king, being pleased with me, may 
bestow on me his favour, however modest 
and secret my resolution and efforts may 
be, still I am only seeking myself, and 
labouring for my own advantage. The 
law which inspires my actions is one of 
constraint, and not of liberty, still less 
of love: and if I rise and walk, it i3 
because two spurs are continually 
goading me,—the fear of punishment, 
and the hope of reward.”’ 

Reader! how difficult it is for the 
human heart to understand this when it 
concerns obedience to the commands of 
God! It is understood quickly enough 
if it relate to an inferior who endeavours 
to conciliate the good-will of a superior ; 
and every token of submission or zeal 
which he shows under such circum- 
stances is called znterested. 

But if it regard the sinner and the 
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Lord, immediately the same motives 
change both in appearance and name, 
and it is said, published, and preached, 
‘that he who abstains from some out- 
ward sin because he fears the last judg- 
ment—that he who distributes the 
superfluity of his wealth, who forces 
himself to some strict devotions, or who 
wears out his life in acts of mortification, 
in order to efface his former sins and 
gain heaven—does it from love to God; ”’ 
as if love can be united to fear; as if 
love ever becomes mercenary, and loves 
only for itself. 

The old man felt that this reproach was 
contained in my reply, for he said very 
gravely: 

‘Tf I well understand you, sir, you 
tell me that, supposing I have attended 
to religion in order thereby to gain the 
approbation of God, and consequently 
the pardon of my sins, I have acted for 
myself, and not for God. And, in fact, 
I see that it is so; and that, perhaps 
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unknown to me, those works which 
appeared most destitute of ostentation 
have secretly had that impure character. 
This is a very serious thought, and [ 
question if there is an individual in 
existence who can be virtuous except 
from an interested motive.’”’ 

‘Do you not think,”’ replied I, ‘that 
if it pleased the king to grant me a com- 
plete and gratuitous pardon for some 
crime, I should feel certain that the law 
could no longer affect me, and that, 
therefore, my obedience would hence- 
forth flow from a source totally different 
from that which produced it before he 
granted me my pardon?” 

These Ola Man, eagerly...) Nes,,.. 
because you would be assured of your 
pardon, and you would only have to 
follow, without alarm or disquietude, 
the emotions of a heart full of gratitude.’ 

“Well,’’ continued I, with the same 
earnestness with which he had answered 


66° 


me, “if a sinner believes that God has 
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cancelled his debt, and has given him 
eternal life, because of the blood of the 
new covenant which has been shed upon 
the cross, will he, thus justified, continue 
to act with a view to obtain pardon? or, 
rather, will he not follow, without alarm 
or disquietude, the emotions of a heart 
which the certainty of possessing this 
blessing will have filled with gratitude? ”’ 


ol 
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LOVE OR INTEREST. 


A Nas old man appeared surprised, 
and I thought I perceived that 
)» the idea was new to him, for he 
answered me with the distraction of one 
who is still pondering upon the meaning 
of what he last heard: ‘Certainly, if I 
believed that God had already pardoned 
my sins, I should cease to think that I 
must merit the pardon of them.” 

‘And your attention to good works,’ 
I continued, “would no longer be 
excited by the fear of punishment, or 
by a desire of gaining heaven?”’ 

Old Man. “No, doubtless; that is 
evident. I should not think of mereteng 
that which I had already recewed 
through grace.”’ 

Traveller. ‘‘ Whence you may con- 
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clude that if you consider salvation as a 
gift, resulting from the grace of God, 
you must cease to present any meri or 
work of your own as a means of gaining 
pardon.” 

Old Man. “I confess, sir, that I have 
not hitherto understood the word grace 
in this sense, and I feel that I have erred 
respecting it; for either salvation is a 
gift or it is a reward, a payment. If it 
be a gift, why should I try to merzé it? 
Yet this is what I have done; I have 
therefore been in the wrong. 

‘Still my mind is not at rest; for, as 
I perceive that it is absolutely necessary 
to live well in order to obtain heaven, £ 
again repeat, If I do not the works which 
God commands, there will be no salva- 
tion forme. I must, then, do these good 
works, in order that I may be saved.” 

Traveller. “But do you not perceive 
that if the Law says, Be sober, lest you 
perish; and Grace says, Be sober, 
because you are redeemed ; the same work 
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will be done in both cases, but from two 
very different motives?” 

Old Man. “Say rather, inconsistent 
motives, and not different; since the 
Law will constrain me through fear, 
whilst Grace will draw me by love.”’ 

Traveller. “If, then, the pardon of 
sin is given through Grace, it cannot at 
the same time come by the Law. That 
is to say, if the remission of sin is 
obtained by means of a Saviour, and 
through His merits, it is quite useless, 1t 
is contradictory, to seek it by obedience 
to the Law; for if the king declares that 
he pardons my revolt by an act of his 
good-will, can I think of meriteng, by 
subsequent submission, this free and 
absolute indemnity? IJ must then, asa 
sinful man, and deserving of condemna- 
tion, choose in my conscience between a 
pardon which I shall try to gain by my 
obedience, and another pardon freely 
given me. 

‘* Now observe, that if I choose the one, 
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I renounce the other: for how can I 
pretend to unite them; since one would 
proceed from myself, who am a sinner, 
and an inhabitant of the earth, and the 
other descends from God, who is holy, 
and who ‘ dwelleth in the hght which no 
man can approach unto?’ If, then, I 
say I will obey God’s commandments zn 
order to gain pardon, I must admit that 
I consider this pardon as a payment, or 
a recompense; for I have acquired it by 
my own works, ceremonies, groans, and 
tears; and if I received it, it is because 
at is my due. 

‘Tf, on the contrary, adopting another 
language, I say, I see myself justly con- 
demned, and without resource, and I look 
to nothing but the goodness of God, His 
mercy and grace, for the pardon of my 
sins, I immediately declare that this 
pardon does not come from myself, and 
that I cannot merit it in any way.” 

Old Man. “So that if I, sir, who 


know that I am a sinner, labour to merit 


LOVE OR INTEREST. oo 


pardon, I thereby turn away from the 
grace of God?” 

Traveller. ‘That is what the Apostle 
declares, when he says, ‘ If by grace, then 
is it no more of works; otherwise grace 
is no more grace. But if it be of works, 
then is it no more grace ; otherwise work 
is no more work’”’ (Rom. x1. 6). 

Old Man. ‘* What a new view of this 
important subject! How evident is 
this alternative! And how solemn is 
allthis! For, since salvation is by grace, 
of which there is no doubt, what have I 
been doing up to this day, by seeking it 
through my own works! My multiplied 
devotions, alms, prayers, and labours, 
then, for so many years, avail me 
nothing. ’’ 

Traveller. ‘Judge for yourself, sir. 
If you have done all these things zn order 
to merit pardon and gain heaven, it is 
certain that you have, in looking for a 
recompense, rejected the grace of God.” 
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CHAPTER VI. 


GRACE AND HUMILITY. 


&g/ HAVE been deceived, then,” ex- 
j| claimed the old man, with an 

*2 expression of surprise and grief. 
‘Yes, I was mistaken as to my motives, 
when I imagined I was doing everything 
from love to God. Ah! I see that 
interest was the spring of everything I 
did. What a mournful discovery !”’ 

I replied, thoughtfully: “* Why do you 
thus term a signal mercy which the Lord 
vouchsafes to you? Jor, which do you 
prefer,—to persevere in your dangerous 
error, or to be made sensible of it and 
renounce it?” 

‘That is true,’ he replied, shaking his 
venerable head; “but I have lost the 
whole of my life.”’ 


“And if the Son of God,” 2 repineds 
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‘gives you His in the place of yours, 
will you lose by such an exchange?”’ 
The old man looked at me for some 
moments, and then said in a low voice, 
‘Pray repeat what you have just said.” 
“I ask you,”’ I repeated, ‘which you 
prefer,—to retain your own works, or to 
abandon them and receive in their place 
those of the Lord Jesus? for, either yours 
or His must accompany your soul to the 
throne of God’s justice. Waill you, then, 
be rich from your own resources, or trust 
solely in the merits of the Redeemer ?”’ 
Oh how soon this choice would be 
made, if man loved his God! How easy 
and delightful would it then be to the 
creature to become nothing before his 
Maker, and to receive all from Him! 
With what eagerness and gratitude 
would the sinner reject all confidence in 
himself, to receive, seize, and embrace 
the grace and righteousness of his Lord, 
if He were dearer to him than his own 


pride ! 
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Oh how eagerly would that compas- 
sionate and glorious Saviour, who came 
from the bosom of the Father, be 
received, if the mercy of God was more 
lovely in the eyes of man than the sins 
which he commits, or the glory which he 
covets! But man prefers himself to 
God; and that which he is the least will- 
ing to yield to the Lord is, that He 
should be the frst in the work of 
salvation. 

‘Am I, then,’’ demanded the old man, 
somewhat piqued, “to be put on a level 
with profane wretches who scoff at 
religion and morality? Does God 
make no account of integrity, and of 
conduct—at least honourable ?”’ 

I replied, gravely, “You are either 
pure and without spot in His sight, or a 
sinner in some respect ie 

‘But who is not a sinner?’’ inter- 
rupted he warmly. 

“Well, and who is not condemned?” 
I replied with firmness. “Let us not 
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deceive ourselves on this point: either 
we have done all that is just, and then 
we are just, and have no need of pardon ; 
or we have done evil—some evil at least 
—and are therefore guilty, and cannot 
stand before God but as He purifies 
us. 

‘Now consider what you think re- 
specting this as applied to yourself. As 
for me, sir, I confess before you, as well 
as in the presence of God, that if God 
had not Himself washed and cleansed me 
from my offences, at this very hour I 
should be under His wrath. 

“T say then unreservedly, that if I 
am pardoned, it is not because of any- 
thing I have done; and I further add, 
that however upright and honourable I 
may have been before my fellow- 
creatures, yet I only stand before God 
because He has given me precisely the 
same grace which He gave to the thief 
who hung on the cross by the side of the 
Redeemer.” 
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These last words were followed by a 
long silence. 

The old man was agitated; appeared 
to meditate ; and I saw clearly that truth 
was struggling in his soul with ancient 
errors, or rather with unbelief, which 
had formed and nourished them. 

“The gift of eternal life, then, pro- 
ceeds from grace,’’ he at length said, 
sighing, and as if talking to himself. 
‘It is a pure gift of the mercy of the 
Highest. If, then, it reaches me, I must 
humble myself with my face to the earth, 
and must confess in my conscience that, 
far from having merited it, I have, on 
the contrary, obtained the gift only be- 
cause I was unworthy of it. Oh, how 
man’s pride is here abased, and how false 
and contemptible he becomes before this 
dispensation of the sovereign mercy of 
the Almighty.”’ ! 

‘Thus it must be,’’ added he, clasping 
his hands. ‘‘ Yes, salvation must descend 
entirely from the throne of God’s 
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mercy: it is very unlikely that it should 
ascend from the criminal to his Judge. 
What an error! what darkness!’’ con- 
tinued he, looking at me. “Oh, sir, 
what have I done with my understanding 
up to this day! How could I obstinately 
have imagined and persuaded myself 
that I could cleanse my own soul, and 
thus pretend to do what could only be 
effected by the grace of God? 

“IT have thrown away my life,” he 
repeated, shaking his head and sighing. 
“Alas! I have done still worse; for, 
whilst seeking to save myself, I have dis- 
regarded the mercy of God.”’ 

‘But God has not disregarded you,” [ 
replied, gently. “No; He has not 
rejected you. He has seen you in your 
error, and has delivered you from it; 
since to-day, even at this hour, He speaks 
to you by His truth, and tells you that 
the pardon of sin and the gift of eternal 
life is entirely in Him; that is, in His 
holy Son Jesus, who did not shed His 
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blood in vain, nor suffer in vain con- 
demnation in His soul.”’ 

‘I understand,”’ replied the old man, 
with more freedom: “Jesus Himself 
bore the curse from which He delivered 
man; and this, I believe, is the point 
which I have not comprehended until 
this moment.”’ 

‘What has your belief been, then, on 
this point?” 

Old Man. “TI have always thought 
(for so are we instructed) that the Son 
of God by His death upon the cross took 
away the curse which hangs over the 
whole race of Adam, and that He thus 
opened a way for us whereby to obtain 
a salvation to which otherwise we should 
never have had access.” 

Traveller. ‘‘Such was also my per- 
suasion when I walked alone, far from 
the Word of God, and according to the 
instruction which I had received from 
men like myself. At that time I thought 
that the Saviour had taken away the 
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obstacles which surrounded the moun- 
tain of salvation; but that it was for me 
to climb it, and to raise myself in some 
way, by the help of my own works, to 
the height of pardon and glory. I was 
ignorant then what the Saviour was; and 
I only regarded Him as a help, most use- 
ful to a being already holy in himself, 
but entirely useless to a creature dead in 
trespasses and sins, to use the language 
of Scripture. (Ephes. u. 1, etc.) 
“Then also, sir, persuaded as I was 
that my salvation must be my own work, 
I gave myself much trouble to attain it. 
I added work to work; I watched my 
inclinations; multiplied my devotions 
and prayers; gave alms; imposed pen- 
ances upon myself; fatigued my body by 
mortifications, and debarred myself from 
every kind of enjoyment or recreation. 
I thus heaped up stones, ill hewn, and 
without mortar, upon the moving sand 
of my presumption. At every new fault 
my wall crumbled ; and then in my folly 
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I again endeavoured to raise and con- 
consolidate it by fresh tears and more 
solemn vows. 

“God Himself showed me my error ; 
and, as He does always, by His Word. I 
read the Holy Bible at first with pre- 
judice and distrust (for you well know 
how little we have been habituated to its 
perusal); then with attention and 
interest ; and it was thus that by degrees 
I attained to see this truth,—that man, 
left to himself, 2s lost; and that salva- H 
tion, from rts first commencement to tts 
completion, is the free gift of God m 
Jesus Christ. 

“I believed this truth—or, rather, 
God made me capable, by His Holy, 
Spirit, of understanding and believing 
it ;—-and now I have peace of mind, for 
I am persuaded, according to the testi- 
mony of God Himself in His Word, that 
my sins are freely pardoned, and that 1 
have always, and in every place, the freest 
access to the throne of grace, upon 
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which is seated, as respects me, no longer 
a Judge but a Father. 

“TI approach it then ‘with boldness, 
conducted as I am by my Advocate, that 
same Great High Priest Who washed my 
soul in His blood. Such is now my 
persuasion, and such is-the assured peace 
which I enjoy.”” (Heb. x. 19-23). 

Old Man, with emotion. ‘What 
would not I give, sir, to experience 1t 
also! Will you, then, be patient with 
me, and tell me how you have obtained 
this unspeakable blessing? ”’ 
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CHAPTER VII. 


THE REASON OF A BELIEVER’S HOPE. 


“@q OBTAINED this peace,” I re- 
al plied, ‘“‘on the very day on which 

I understood and believed what 
God has revealed to us respecting the 
sacrifice of His Son upon the cross. I 
had often both heard and read these 
words ; I had repeated them also a thou- 
sand times; but I had never conceived 
either their sense or fulness. 

‘One day, as I was reading the Epistle 
of the Apostle Paul to the Hebrews, I 
was remarkably struck by certain 
passages, which declare that the Son of 
God has by Himself purged the sins of 
His people; and that by one offering He 
hath perfected for ever those whom the 
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Father has given Him. (Heb. i. 8; ii. 
17; x. 10-14; etc.) I reflected seriously 
upon them, and came to this conclusion, 
—that since the Son of God has thus 
saved His people, it is acting in opposi- 
tion to the truth to do anything with a 
view thereby to obtain salvation. 

“This first reflection, which entirely 
satisfied my mind, and which gave to 
Jesus His true character—namely, that 
of a perfect Saviour—was followed by 
another, which greatly troubled me; 
that, since Jesus has saved for ever those 
for whom He was offered, it is plain that 
He was not offered for those who will 
eventually be lost; for if He had been 
offered for them, they would have been 
washed from their sins, even from their 
unbelief and obstinacy, and would not 
consequently have perished. 

“This led me anxiously to inquire, 
“Am I, or am I not, one of those sinners 
whom the Son of God rendered perfect 
in Himself by His sacrifice ?’”’ } 
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Old Man, very earnesily. ‘Pray, tell 
me how you could ascertain whether you 
were one of them?” 

Traveller. *“‘Ah! I had much diffi- 
culty in allowing it, and it was not with- 
out resistance that I consented to know 
ity 

Old Man. “I entreat you explain 
what you mean. Is one to be forced to 
learn and receive such a certainty as 
thise 

Traveller. “It is a certainty which 
overthrows our pride and tramples it 
underfoot, and mine*did not easily sub- 
mit. But God was the stronger, and at 
length His truth made me free.” 

The Old Man, with the same earnest- 
ness. ‘But how did God effect this?”’ 

Traveller. ‘By granting me grace to 
imitate the faith of Abraham (Gal. 111.), 
that is, to believe simply and sincerely 
the Word of God, and thus to lay hold of 
what He declares and promises. But I 
will explain myself more fully. 


THE REASON OF A BELIEVER’S HOPE. 49 


‘From the moment that I understood 
that the Lord Jesus has for ever saved 
those for whom He gave Himself upon 
the cross, I concluded, as I have told you, 
that it behoved me to be sure that I was 
one of those sinners. But here I com- 
mitted a great fault; for I imagined 
that, in order to be certain of this I must 
find in myself that obedience and holi- 
ness which characterize the true disciples 
of the Saviour.”’ 

Old Man. “But was that not very 
just reasoning? If I have not the char- 
acter of a believer, can I persuade myself 
that I am one?”’ 

Traveller. “No, certainly; but we 
must observe, that as those visible 
characteristics—such as love, joy, peace, 
patience, and all the other works of holi- 
ness—are the fruits of the Holy Spirit, 
it is indispensably necessary that I 
should receive the Holy Spirit before I 
can even begin to produce those fruits. 

‘Now as the Holy Spirit is not given, 


E 
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as an unction of joy and holiness, until 
after the soul has believed the promise 
of God, it is clear that I must first 
believe the promise; and that, therefore, 
as long as I continued in unbelief, it 
was in vain to seek in myself those 
evidences of holiness which could not 
appear until after my faith in this pro- 
mise.” 

Old Man. “I must confess my 
ignorance, for I own I do not well under- 
stand this distinction.” 

Traveller. ‘‘ As you believe the Bible, 
you know that God has given to His 
Church several commandments to 
observe.” 

Old Man. “Has not God given His 
laws to all men?” 

Traveller. ‘‘The law of God is bind- 
ing upon every one who hears it; and 
he who, knowing it, does not put it in 
practice, is confessedly a sinner. But 
what the father of a family requires from 
his children by the mouth of their elder 
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brother, is only addressed to his 
family. 

“It is, therefore, a great error to im- 
pose on a stranger the same duty as on 
a son; that is to say, to expect from a 
man who is still in unbelief the same 
obedience which can only be rendered by 
a heart which has received the faith. 

“The unbeliever is conducted by a 
worldly spirit; the believer is conducted 
by the Spirit of God: how, then, can we 
expect the same effect from two such 
opposite causes? How can we say to 
him who fears the condemnation and 
wrath of God, ‘Act as a child well- 
beloved by the Lord?’”’ 

Old Man. “Yes, this is the distinc- 
tion which was not clear to me. I 
understand it now: the commands of 
God are addressed to the whole human 
race, as a law of obligation and restraint ; 
but it is only to the children of God, to 
the family of the redeemed, that they 
are addressed as a paternal requisition.” 
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Traveller. “* Nothing is clearer; for 
since it is the work of the Holy Spirit to 
cause these commands to be known, 
loved, and followed, the Holy Spirit 
must be in the soul before they can be 
known, loved, and followed. But that 
Spirit, which the world—that is to say, 
the whole human race—has not, is only 
given as a seal to believers; I must 
believe, therefore, before I can know, 
love, and follow the commands of my 
Father. 

‘IT shall, then, torment myself in vain, 
if I persist in finding, or in producing 
within me, love for the law of God, and 
the submission of my will to the Lord’s, 
before that by faith I have acquired the 
certainty that God has made me His 
child, and that thus He is my tender 
Father in Jesus” (Ephes. 1.18; Gal. v. 22). 

Old Man. “I quite understand, sir ; 
and I see what you did to assure yourself 
that you belonged to Jesus. You wished 
—did not you?—to find in yourself 
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obedience; and to conclude from that 
that you were one of the redeemed ?”’ 

Traveller. ‘Precisely so. I was 
tormented a long time by this error. 
But God at length dissipated it, as I have 
told vou, by leading me to believe as 
Abraham did; that is, not only without 
having any evidence of holiness in my- 
self, but against contrary evidences 
which I found within me. 

‘“T was reading one day the history of 
that nobleman, who, having with much 
earnestness supplicated the Lord Jesus 
to come and heal his son, belzeved the 
word ot the Lord when He said to him, 
‘Go thy way; thy son liveth’ (John iv. 
46-53). It gave rise to the following 
reflection: This man had no proof, no 
outward testimony, of the truth of the 
fact ; he had only the word, the assertion, 
of the Lord Jesus; and yet as soon as he 
had heard that word he went away, with- 
out asking the Saviour again to come to 
his sick son. 
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‘The certainty that he had of his son’s 
deliverance was, then, entirely founded 
upon the word of Jesus. He placed all 
his confidence init. ‘The Lord has said 
it, therefore it is so:’ such was his 
reasoning. 

“This example led me to that of 
Abraham, who likewise believed God, 
though he had in himself and Sarah 
everything opposed to the promise which 
God made him. Abraham did not doubt 
that the thing would come to pass which 
the Lord had announced, notwithstand- 
ing that, humanly speaking, it appeared 
to be impossible. (Rom. iv. 18-26; 
Gal. 111). 

“The faith of this believer, I said to 
myself, is proposed to us as an example. 
I must then imitate it, by simply and 
implicitly believing all that God affirms: 
and first, if He declares that he who 
believes is justified, I may be sure that it 
is thus with me; that is, that I am 
justified, if I truly believe. 
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‘Hereupon I considered, now the 
nobleman and Abraham were sure that 
they believed ; and I saw that neither of 
these believers had any other proof of 
his belief than the belief itself which 
existed in his heart. 

“I then attentively examined myself, 
according to the Apostle’s command (2 
Cor. xiii. 5), and inquired what was my 
persuasion as to the Lord Jesus. I knew 
that I believed in Him, since I felt that 
I knew Him in my soul; and that [ 
believed all that God had said and testi- 
fied of His Son; and that, therefore, I 
could say before God from my heart, ‘I 
believe that Thou hast so loved the world 
that Thou hast sent Thine only begotten 
Son into the world. 

“Yes, I truly believe that Jesus came 
from Thee, and that Thou didst send 
Him. I also sincerely believe that it is 
in Him, and in Him only, that Thou 
hast given unto us eternal life; and I 
am sure that I love JEsus CuristT, 
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although I have never seen Him, or heard 
His voice.’” (John iii. 15-18; xvii. 8; 
1 John v. 11, 12; 1 Peter i. 8). 

Old Man. ‘‘But how did this belief 


give you peace of mind?” 


CHAPTER VIII. 


THE PROMISE OF GOD IN CHRIST. 


REPLIED to the old man: “God 
al also enabled me to believe the 
promise, addressed to all those 
who sincerely believe in Jesus, that ‘he 
who believeth in the name of the Son of 
God’ should know that he ‘ hath eternal 
life’ (John 1.12; 111. 863; vi. 47; x1. 26, 
pierre ls) lL. Sohn vy. 13),\ I was then, 
according to the Divine declaration, able 
to draw the conclusion that I had eternal 
life, since I had the happiness of believ- 
ing in the name of the Son of God. 
“From that day I have possessed 
peace, and have endeavoured to render 
to God the obedience He requires from 
His children, among whom He tells me 


in His Word I am classed. ”’ 
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Old Man. ‘Sir, I am amazed to hear 
you; for all you tell me is so simple and . 
powerful, and at the same time so 
opposed to all that I have imagined until 
now, that it appears I have misunder- 
stood every part of my religion.” 

Traveller. “I do not doubt that you 
have done so. I know how it has been 
with you from my own experience; and 
I do not hesitate to say, that until now 
you have only seen in Jesus an avd, 
although you have called Him a 
Saviour.” 

Old Man. “I beg your pardon. I 
have never thought or said anything else 
than what I still maintain, that Jesus is 
the Saviour, and that there is no other.”’ 

Traveller. “Amen. May His Name 
be eternally blessed! But to say it, and 
confess it with the lips, is very little, if 
the mind does not comprehend, and, 
above all, if the heart does not believe 
ra 

Old Man. “But I assure you, my 
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dear sir, that I believe it with all my 
heart: and before the Eternal Creator of 
heaven and earth, I confess the name of 
the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit; but in particular I declare that 
I believe in Jesus, the Son of God, and 
the Saviour of the world.” 

Traveller. ‘Well, then, what mean- 
ing do you give to the word Saviour, 
since to believe in Jesus as a Saviour has 
not prevented you from seeking to save 
yourself? That is very insufficient 
security, in my opinion, which leaves the 
debtor in fear of imprisonment. ”’ 

Old Man. “TI believe that Jesus is a 
Saviour .... because He has saved 
our souls by His death upon the cross, 
provided we do, on our side, all that He 
has commanded us in His Word and by 
the church.” 

Traveller. ‘‘ But, my dear sir, pay 
attention to your own words. ‘The 
Saviour, you say, has saved us by His 
death, ‘ provided we do all that He com- 
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mands:’ that is, according to your 
opinion, He has saved those who yet will 
not be saved until they shall have ful- 
filled certain conditions. But is that 
possible? Can it be, for example, that 
my debt has been paid this morning by 
a benefactor, and yet remain undis- 
charged until I shall have offered my 
friend some token of gratitude ?”’ 

The old man was struck by this’ 
remark, and said to me, smiling, “* Well, 
here again I have committed an error. 
You see how great has been my 
ignorance.” 

I gravely replied, “That is a very 
great and dangerous error which divests 
the Lord Jesus of His quality of Saviour, 
and which regards Him only as an aed 
who depends upon the good-will of man 
to be of any assistance to Him. Yes, 
that is very fatal ignorance which 
destroys the gz/t of God, and only con- 
siders it an offer which the first refusal 
will render useless. ”’ 
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Old Man. ‘Pray, how so? When, 
and how, have I thus denied the Saviour, 
or lessened His merits?” 

Traveller. ‘Ah, sir! I do not judge 
or accuse you; I only say that there is 
no error more fatal than that which looks 
on the Son of God as only a secondary 
deliverer, who must be propitiated by 
moral dispositions or offerings; and this 
is certainly the error you were just now 
supporting. ”’ 

Old Man. “ Pray point it out to me; 
for if I have done so, as I have before 
said, it is through ignorance.” 

Traveller. ‘God declares two things 
respecting salvation: one, that it is a 
gift; and the other, that this gift 7s 
His Son, (1 John v. 11). 

This salvation consists of redemption 
from eternal wrath, and the possession 
of a blessed immortality. These two 
invaluable benefits proceed from Jesus 
Christ: in Him is remission of sins and 
everlasting life. 
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‘Redemption from sin, life, felicity, 
and glory, have been obtained for us by 
Jesus Christ. His was not an imperfect 
work: He did not save by halves, but 
finished and completed the salvation 
which He took upon Himself to accom- 
plish. Accordingly, the Holy Scriptures 
call Him the ‘ propitiation for sin ;’ ‘ the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin 
of the world:’ and they declare that He 
‘maketh reconciliation for the sins of the 
people ;’ and that * by one offering’ upon 
the cross “He perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified, and those who were 
‘given to Him by the Father’ (Rom. 
ii. 24; 1 John 11. 2; John. 29; Heb. 
eos ao Lex 10-14: Johnsxyieee 
Tsaiah li. 8, &c.) 

“The church also declares, that 
‘Christ has redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us;’ 
that He ‘was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, and bruised for our iniquities,’ 
and. that ‘with His stripes we are 
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healed ;’ and that thus the Church ‘has 
been washed and cleansed’ (Gal. iii. 18 ; 
Isaiah iii. 1-6, 8; Ephes. v. 23-27). 

“This is the language of the Church ; 
and the Word of God, both in the pro- 
phets, and in the Epistles and Revela- 
tion, which follow them, brings clearly 
to light this truth, that the Lord Jesus 
has accomplished, by Himself, the 
entire salvation of His beloved flock, 
whose sins He has borne in His own body 
upon an ignominious cross, and that He 
has delivered them for ever from the con- 
demnation which they must otherwise 
have endured. ’’ 

Old Man. “If it be thus, I perceive 
again that I have until now formed a 
very false notion as to the Saviour’s 
work; for I certainly never understood 
that the salvation of the Church had been 
completed by the death of the Son of God.” 

Traveller. ‘‘ What, then, was exactly 
your idea upon this point?”’ 

Old Man. “As I have already 
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stated, I always believed that the Saviour 
by His sacrifice had taken away original 
sin, and that He had opened to us a door 
of salvation; that is to say, that by His 
death He took away that curse which 
prevented man from approaching to 
God, and thus procured for us_ the 
acceptance of those works which were to 
merit salvation.” 

Traveller. ‘Oh, sir, how limited were 
your ideas as to the gift of God in JEsus 
Curist! ‘To what would this salvation, 
this grace of God, be reduced, if its 
greatest extent was to permit man to 
save himself! What a small degree of 
power you have ascribed to the love of 
God towards His people; and at what a 
vile price you have estimated that blood 
which the only begotten Son of the 
Father shed upon the cross! You see, 
all its efficacy is limited, according to 
you, to an assistance, an aid, which the 
disdain and pride of the sinner would 
render useless. 
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“Oh, how mean is your conception of 
the Saviour! Or, rather, into what a 
mere semblance of salvation have you 
not changed the offering of the Lamb, 
and with what contempt have you not 
covered His sufferings and death! Had 
I not just reason to tell you that you 
spoke of the Son of God as a secondary 
deliverer, who depended upon man’s 
good-will to procure for Him, or rather 
to assist Him to procure, a salvation 


which man, after all, was to accomplish 
for himself?” 
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CHAPTER IX. 
WHAT IS MEANT BY A SAVIOUR. 


vi HE old man continued silent. 
He was considering what I had 
y just said, and he had not heard 

it in vain. 

‘What love!” he exclaimed, with 
much devotion. ‘What Divine com- 
passion ! what an amazing, what an ador- 
able redemption! Ah! I see it now;— 
I have never understood until this day 
the sacrifice of the Saviour. Oh! how 
far I have been from it! Alas! what 
ignorance, what hardness of heart, have 
I not betrayed !”’ 

‘“Yes,’’ I continued, ‘‘ how limited are 
our understandings when they are en- 
gaged in the contemplation of such 
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mercy! If the king had descended 
from his throne for us, and had given 
his life upon a scaffold in order to save 
ours, we could comprehend and should 
extol such benevolence; we _ should 
delight in praising it; and we should 
take great care not to limit so great a 
benefit to a conditional favour, to a kind- 
ness which our own merit must support 
and render efficacious. 

‘But if we are speaking of God, and 
of the love which He has testified for us 
in Jesus; of the expiatory sacrifice of 
the Saviour; of the gift of eternal life 
which He offers us in Himself; our 
understandings become immediately 
darkened—we no longer wish to under- 
- stand—and our hearts and minds 
emulously endeavour to dispute with 
God His sovereign mercy; to contract, 
and if it were possible to annihilate, the 
grace of God and the gift which it 
contains.” 


Old Man. ‘You say, then, if I have 
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rightly understood you, that Jesus, in 
being sacrificed upon the cross, endured 
all that curse which His church would 
have had to endure if it had not been 
saved.’ 

Traveller. ‘‘That, sir, is the truth; 
and it is also that feature in the doctrine 
of grace which distinguishes it from a 
thousand false religions which only 
deceive and ruin mankind. The chil- 
dren of God, being taught by the Word 
and Spirit of the Lord, believe that Jesus 
is a Saviour, and not merely an avd. 
They believe that the Father has given 
His only Son to redeem His church com- 
pletely and for ever; and that the Son, 
to accomplish the will of His Father, has, 
by a great mystery, united Himself to 
His church; that He has borne the 
chastisement which it had merited; and 
that He has quickened it in Himself by 
the powerful agency of the Holy Spirit. 

“True faith, then, believes that Jesus 
is really a Saviour. False faith, on the 
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contrary, rejects this truth, and only 
sees in the sacrifice of the Son of God a 
martyrdom, or a conditional oblation, 
to which sinners must add their own 
offerings, or at least their good desires, 
to render it available to save them.”’ 

Old Man. ‘‘I comprehend now. Yes, 
I comprehend what the cross of Christ is, 
and what the sacrifice He offered there- 
on. Jesus was one with His church: He 
bore its sins upon Himself, and saved it 
—yes, saved 1t indeed—by suffering the 
curse which it had deserved. Oh, how 
different a character does this give to 
Jesus and His cruel death!” 

Traveller. ‘‘Do you now believe? 
Do you see that God does not save by 
halves; and that salvation is not a 
dubious work, depending upon the dis- 
position of man to complete it?” 

‘No, no,’’ replied the old man, with 
feeling ; “ the grace of God is not inferior 
to that of an earthly monarch: when a 
king pardons, the criminal no longer 
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pleads his cause, or is in fear of the 
scaffold. ”’ 

“That is why, sir,’’ I continued in a 
serious tone, ‘you should believe what 
God tells you of His grace, and not 
oppose to it your works, alms, or 
practices. ”’ 
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CHAPTER X. 


SELF-RENUNCIATION. 


old man in vain. He continued 

silent: his eyes were cast down, and 
he appeared to be in deep reflection. I 
did not interrupt him; and it was not 
until some minutes had elapsed that he 
said to me, in a calm tone: 

“*T have, then, denied the cross at the 
very time I was worshipping it. I 
rejected the salvation of the Saviour, 
and His grace, by the very means which 
I used to obtain them. In what dark- 
ness have I not lived, and to what dis- 
quietude have I thereby subjected my 
soul! And all this, I perceive, arose 
from pride; yes, from esteem for myself, 
and in order to have some merit in the 


4 DID not address this reproach to the 
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sight of God. Oh! Iam quite astonished 
at my folly!” 

Traveller. ‘‘The idea of completing 
a work begun by the Almighty, and of 
pretending to add something to the sacri- 
fice of the Son of God, is indeed a great 
error. It is also a strange contradiction 
in terms to call Jesus a Saviour, and at 
the same time to make a thousand efforts 
to divest Him of this character, by 
labouring to gain this salvation for your- 
self—that is to say, to save yourself.” 

Old Man, with devotion. ‘It is, then, 
to Him only, who was sacrificed upon the 
cross, that my soul must look to find 
rest! It is, then, to the mercy of the 
Saviour I must repair, and it is at His 
feet that I must throw down the arms 
of my pride and my vain pretensions. 
What a new thing this is tome! What 
an entire giving up of my works and all 
my labours!”’ 

Traveller. ‘‘ Yes, it is a giving up, a 
total renunciation of our errors, that the 
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grace of God requires. Here the debtor, 
having nothing to pay, gives in his 
account and confesses his ruin, before he 
looks for a security. It is that which is 
already lost, that the Saviour came to 
seek and to save; and not simply that 
which has strayed, or is in danger of 
being lost. Now, that person does not 
consider himself lost who advances to 
meet Jesus, showing Him good disposi- 
tions and sacrifices, and saying, “Thou 
canst not refuse me an_ heavenly 
inheritance; for here is its value, or 
nearly so.’”’ 

Old Man. “I have, then, laboured 
for nothing! What a discovery! For 
you would be astonished were I to relate 
to you what I have done, or wished to do, 
in order to procure pardon—that pardon 
which God gives; yes, which He gives 
for the sake of His holy Son Jesus. Fool 
that I was, I substituted my fatigues, 
privations, austerities, and a thousand 
ceremonies and labours, for the love of 


74 THE TRUE OROSS. 


Christ, and my vain delusions for the 
blood which He shed upon the cross! 
Oh, what secret unbelief existed in my 
devotions! how profane was my piety!” 

Traveller. ‘Certainly, if the king 
saves a criminal from death by giving 
up his own son to die upon a scaffold, the 
criminal who is saved by such grace 
would be very incredulous, or show great 
folly, if he began to fast and to weep 
in order to obtain this blessing.”’ 

Old Man. “How many thousand 
Christians commit this fault! Truly I 
begin to fear for the danger they run, 
and which, alas! is increased in propor- 
tion as their devotions and Pharisaism 
increase. Oh, what a universal contempt 
for salvation! What disdain is shown 
by all towards the work and sacrifice of 
the Redeemer, who, to save themselves 
—yes, to save themselves—take endless 
precautions, and engage in a continual 
round of readings, prayers, observances, 
and ceremonies! What a total ignor- 
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ance of the grace of God, and of the 
perfect love of His Son!” 

Traveller. “Say also what proud 
resistance to the Holy Spirit: for it is 
thus that in all ages He has been pro- 
voked by man’s unbelief. 

‘The people of Israel resisted Him in 
the desert by their idolatry ; they again 
resisted Him in the land of promise, by 
refusing to hearken to the words of the 
prophets; and the most devout zealots 
among that nation again resisted Him 
when the Son Himself, being come from 
the bosom of the Father, declared to 
them that eternal life is a gift which no 
human work can merit, or assist in 
procuring. ! 

“In our day it is the same thing. 
Jesus is made known, preached, and 
crucified before the eyes of men as 1t 
were. He is described such as He is; 
as a Saviour, having in Himself the ful- 
ness of salvation. ‘The messengers, 
whom He has sent throughout the world, 
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proclaim aloud— Him hath God exalted 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, neither is 
there salvation through any other; that 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sin; that He was once offered to bear 
the sins of many; and that He is able 
to save to the uttermost all that come 
unto God by Him.’ 

“This proclamation is published, 
written, multiplied, and posted up 
everywhere; signs and monuments call 
it to mind: it is listened to; people 
pretend to believe it; but at the same 
time they trifle with it, and annihilate 
it, by inventing and undertaking works 
which they substitute for the sacrifice 
of the Saviour, or at least they expect to 
make up what is wanting in it! 

“It is thus that churches called 
Christian, that families, entire nations, 
do despite to the Spirit of Truth, by 
despising His testimony, and draw upon 
themselves the terrible judgment which 
the Lord causes to overwhelm un- 
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believers,—to abandon them to their 
hardness of heart, and to leave them 
wrapped in the net of their vain 
doctrines, which are only, saith the 
Saviour, ‘the commandments of men.’”’ 
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CHAPTER XI. 


RELYING ON THE WORD OF GOD. 


T HE more I thus bore testimony 
to the fulness of the sacrifice of 
the Lorp Jxsus, and to the free 
gift of salvation which the Father has 
bestowed in His well-beloved Son, the 
more attentive the old man became, and 
the greater the joy he expressed in the 
contemplation of such a benefit. It was 
easy to perceive the progress which the 
truth of salvation through grace made in 
his mind, and how it was by degrees dis- 
persing his errors and doubts. 

But still I was anxious to know if this 
truth, in which alone there is life, had 
had access to his heart, or only to, his 
understanding. I spoke to him, there- 
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fore, of his great age, of the uncertainty 
of life, of the solemn entrance of the soul 
into eternity; and I asked him if he 
should receive with joy a sudden sum- 
mons to quit this world? 

“ Ah, sir!” replied he, rather mourn- 
fully, ‘‘an old man, satisfied as he ought 
to be with the duration of life, is yet 
surrounded with delusions; and it 1s 
not without a struggle that one can 
consent to relinquish the light of day 
and the breath of life. A very superior 
power is necessary to overcome this 
resistance ; and the hand which disunites 
such ties must certainly be much more 
powerful than that of resignation or 
philosophy. 

“ But, ’’ added he, looking down, and 
in an agitated tone of voice, ‘I trust 
that Power is no longer unknown to me, 
and that the hand of a heavenly and 
omnipotent Guide has already taken 
mine, and commenced my deliverance.” 

There were still doubts remaining in 
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his mind; as, reader, you may perceive. 
If the gift of salvation was discerned 
and contemplated, yet it was not lad 
hold of and possessed. For it is not thus 
that faith expresses itself. Faith 
believes a testimony, and affirms that in 
it she reposes; faith likewise is rejoiced 
when this testimony is a message of 
peace. 

A countryman who, having received 
a title of nobility, is to leave his cottage 
to enter into the palace of a king whom 
he loves, in quitting his poor and lowly 
roof sighs not after the long-established © 
habits formed in the cottage, nor 
from uncertainty as to enjoying the 
dignity with which he is invested, nor 
from a doubt as to the kind of reception 
which the monarch will give him. He 
has received his letters patent; he 
believes them; and, trusting in this 
testimony, he cheerfully bids adieu to 
his fields and his rustic habiliments, and 
hastens with confidence to the dwelling 
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where abundance, repose, and honour 
will be lavished upon him. 

If such is the assurance of a man who 
relies upon the testimony of. his fellow- 
mortal, why did the old man who was 
speaking to me show this sadness and 
uncertainty, unless it was because his 
heart did not yet confide, with simple, 
honest faith, upon the testimony of God, 
and, consequently, had not embraced as 
its own the promise of the King of 
kings ? 

I said to him, with an accent 
of reproach: “Man of little faith, 
wherefore do you still doubt? and what 
do you expect to find to support your 
soul, and to enable you to rejoice in the 
near prospect of seeing your God?”’ 

“But,” replied he with embarrass- 
ment, “wherein do I want faith? Have 
I not confessed, according to my belief, 
that Jesus Christ is the Saviour; yes, 
that all-sufficient Saviour who has re- 
deemed for ever those for whom He died 
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upon the cross! In what respect, then, 
am I unbelieving?” 

‘In this,’”’ I replied affectionately, 
but firmly, ‘that you doubt the truth of 
this declaration of God,—he who believeth 
in Jesus vs saved; that God justifies him, 
pardons all his sins, and that he hath 
everlasting life.” 

‘‘T have not the shadow of a doubt of 
this,’’ he replied in a decided tone; “I 
assure you, I believe it as sincerely as [ 
do the very existence of Christ.” 

‘“Well,”’ said I then, dwelling upon 
every word as I uttered it, “since God 
tells you, you who believe in the name 
of His Son, that you are justified, and 
that you have life, why do you reply that 
you hope itis so? If God affirms it, 
ought you to say, Jt may be?” 

‘But, my dear sir,’’ replied the old 
man, “does God really declare this? 
Does He really say that whosoever 
believeth in JEsus is accounted just 
before God?” 
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“Certainly,” I replied; ‘‘for that is 
the testimony which God his given us 
concerning His Son. He declares, as we 
have seen, that this only and perfect 
Saviour hath redeemed—not will re- 
deem, but hath redeemed—for ever those 
‘sinners for whom He was offered upon 
the cross; and He declares by the same 
testimony, that whoso believeth in Jesus 
is ‘justified,’ and ‘shall not come into 
condemnation.’ 

“Tf, then, a man can be assured, by 
examining himself, that he renounces 
self-justification, and that he confides in 
JESUS CurRisT, and in the sacrifice which 
He has accomplished upon the 
cross 

“God, Who hears me,’ interrupted the 
old man, holding up his joined hands, 
‘knows that I perceive my error; and 
I have no longer any idea of meriting 
salvation; and that I believe sincerely 
in the sacrifice and in the perfect merits 
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of the Saviour Who was nailed to the 
tree, and Who is risen again.”’ 

‘“God, Who hears me also,’”’ I con- 
tinued with joy, ‘‘says then, and 
declares, that he who thus believeth on 
the name of the Lord Jesus should know 
that he is justified by faith, and that he 
hath eternal life.”’ 
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CHAPTER XIT. 


CONVICTION OF UNBELIEF. 


y HAT have I been doing here 
below for seventy-six years, ’ 
exclaimed the old man with 
an expression of self-conviction, ‘that I 
have remained ignorant of this love of 
God towards me? For although it has 
only been made known to me to-day, it 
was manifested for me when Jesus took 
my debt upon Himself, and paid it with 
His own blood upon the cross. 

‘‘T was then beloved by Him; and my 
ransom was already paid, when I was 
lying as a madman, according to the 
course of this world, and cared neither 
for God nor for His Son Jesus Curist. 
Yes, I was then the object of His grace. 
What do I say? It was my portion, 
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according to His purpose and will, when 
I was fatiguing myself under the burden 
of my vain practices! Oh, sir, what 2 
day is this for my soul! Blessed for 
ever be our meeting here.” 

Traveller. ‘To that merciful God 
and Father who prepared for us this 
interview and pleasant repose, be all the 
praise. It is His grace which directed 
our conversation to His unchangeable 
love in Jesus Christ; and it is His Spirit 
which has given to me, His feeble dis- 
ciple, to bear some testimony to His 
sacrifice on the cross, and to you, whom 
He called long since to hear and receive 
the truth. Without doubt it has often 
before sounded in your ears, but it found 
them heavy, through ignorance and 
unbelief, and < 

Old Man. “Yes, through unbelief, 
my dear sir. Now I am no longer 
deceived, and I see clearly that it has 
been through pride and hardness of heart 
that I have until this day rejected the 
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grace of God in Christ. I refused to 
humble myself, and I wished to do some- 
thing towards the acquisition of this 
magnificent pardon. Such was the root 
of the evil; and I confess it, in the pre- 
sence of that mighty Saviour whom l 
now adore as my Redeemer and my God. 
Yes, I believe, for He says it: Jesus is 
my Saviour.” 

“Your Saviour?” I added, alluding to 
the sense in which he had formerly used 
this delightful word. 

“Yes, my Saviour,”’ replied he, under- 
standing me; ‘“‘and no longer my avd. 
No, I no longer believe by halves, but 
my soul reposes at the foot of the cross, 
in believing in Him with sincerity, in 
believing in Him with my whole heart, 
and in believing His promise also.”’ 

‘Of what cross are you speaking?”’ I 
then asked him. ‘Do you mean these 
pieces of wood which I now touch, or the 
sacrifice itself, and the oblation of the 
Son of God?” 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


THE TRUE CROSS CANNOT BE HANDLED. 


a WiY HIS cross,’’ replied the old 
iM man, rising, and leaning his 
Tes hand against the wood, “is no 
longer anything to me but a memorial. 
If it has been an idol, it is now no longer 
so. The Lord Jesus has Himself dis- 
pelled this error, this illusion, in which 
my heart delighted; my faith now looks 
beyond this sign, which worms consume. 
It is to Jesus, it is to that perfect Saviour 
whom the Father hath given us, and 
Who upon such a cross redeemed His 
church, that my soul looks; and my 
heart is cleansed by His blood, through 
faith in His holy name.”’ 
“That is why,” I continued, also 
standing, “you should fearlessly and 
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freely lay hold of that grace which the 
father hath offered us in His well- 
beloved Son. I entreat you no longer 
to look back to your manner of life and 
your doings. God says that His chil- 
dren are made complete in Jesus; what 
should you have to do, then, with 
ceremonies and observances? Do you 
still expect by them to blot out your 
sins?’ 

‘No, no,” said the old man, striking 
his stick upon the ground; ‘‘no more of 
such unbelief. No, I will no more dis- 
honour the sacrifice of the Saviour, by 
substituting for it, in the least degree, 
either my works or my prayers. I have 
followed the dictates of my pride long 
enough; it is time for me to be led by 


my God.” 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
THE CROSS ONLY REVEALED BY THE WORD. 


(yy AKE, then, the Word, my dear 
Y ji sir,’’ I said to him earnestly, 

and derive from it your sup- 
ort. On this subject believe a poor 
sinner, who, after having wandered like 
yourself, and a long time also, in un- 
belief, found in the Book of God light, 
strength, and consolation; approach this 
same treasure, and draw from it for 
yourself heavenly riches. 

‘You must perceive that the Lord did 
not cause His holy Word to be written, 
and ordain that it should be multiplied 
into all languages, that man might hide 
it, or keep it sealed up ; therefore, do not, 
because you had avoided it during the 
days of your error, still delay to read and 
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search it, and so to drink at the living 
fountain pure and inexhaustible peace 
and holiness! Would not this be on 
your part a fresh contempt of the mercy 
of the Highest, and new assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, Who has dictated the Bible, 
and Who has just opened it before you, 
saying, Believe and possess? ”’ 

“JT thank you for your solicitude, 
replied the old man, taking one of my 
hands, which he pressed affectionately, 
‘and I receive this exhortation as if God 
had Himself addressed it to me. Yes, 
I have not known the value of the Word 
of God, and I have substituted for 11, 
both externally and spiritually, books 
and instructions which have hidden it 
from me, and even removed me from it. 

“Thus I have neither understood the 
love of God, nor what interest I had in 
it, and I have only followed lights which 
have bewildered me. I will, then, from 
this day forth read and study this Word, 
which contains my title to an eternal 
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inheritance, and the commandments ot 
my Saviour and Father. I assure you, 
I rejoice to open and search this 
treasure.” 

“Ah! may the Spirit of God enrich 
you with all its blessings!”’ added I, 
prayerfully ; “for it is He alone who dis- 
poses our heart to receive and follow this 
true light. May He, then, be your 
supreme teacher and guide in this study ! 
He can neither deceive nor mislead you. 
Be, then, faithful and of upright heart, 
not fearing to hear and believe all that 
God shall reveal to you, and not hesitat- 
ing to keep the path which His Word 
shall point out. 

‘In fine, dear sir, it will be better for 
your soul to have listened to the Lord 
than to have been the disciple of men; 
and His declarations will trace for you 
a road safer than that in which you 
would walk after the traditions of others, 
sinners as weak and erring as yourself.”’ 


Old Man. “Do I not already see 
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this? Do I not find in my soul at this 
moment an indisputable proof of the 
authority of the Word of God over the 
most inveterate opinions, habits, and 
practices? Is this change which has 
taken place within me, and which I can- 
not deny, a trifle; or is it not rather the 
work of God Himself, of His all-powerful 
truth? Is it not His Word which has 
humbled me before the Lord Jesus, and 
which, causing me to despise what I re- 
garded as my title to salvation, has 
enabled me to find peace in a promise 
which before appeared to me very weak 
and entirely insufficient ?”’ 

Traveller. ‘What will it be, then, 
when the Holy Spirit, leading you into 
all truth, shall have more and more freed 
you from the yoke and fetters which have 
detained you far from the grace of God, 
and consequently from all true freedom ? 
Ah! you will then know what it is to 
approach death and eternity, not in 
following traditions or uncertain ex- 
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pectations, but in having your steps 
established on a road where may be 
discerned the traces of your Redeemer 
and King.”’ 

Old Man. ‘May He then speak to 
me and instruct me! What should be 
the desire of my soul, but to be kept near 
to Him who is about shortly to deliver 
it from this weak and decayed body? 
For, as you see, dear sir, I am already 
bent down towards the earth which con- 
tains the dust of my forefathers.” 

Traveller, with respect and aff ection. 
‘Let me then once more, and before we 
separate, probably for ever here below, 
understand what is your assurance 
before God, and what will be your firm 
expectation when He shall summon you 
to pass into eternity.” 


CHAPTER XV. 


THE PARTING. 


[\2 HE confession of my faith,”’ 
28 replied the old man, with a 
serene countenance, “is now as 
easy as it is sincere. Receive it, then, 
from my mouth, and in the presence of 
our beneficent Creator. If the Almighty 
had not given His Son as the Saviour of 
the world, my soul would have justly 
suffered condemnation, which it could 
not by any works have escaped; but 
since ‘God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have eternal life,’ as | am sure in my 
heart that I do believe in this holy Son 
of God, I am also sure that I shall not 
perish, but shall have eternal life; for 
it is God who says it.”’ 
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Hereupon this dear, venerable old man 
encircled me in his trembling arms, say- 
ing with affection, 

‘‘T press you to my heart, because you 
are my brother in Christ, as well as my 
friend and benefactor ; for it is you who 
this day, by the Word of our God and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, have turned 
me from the worship of a material cross, 
and have conducted me to the Cross of 
the Son of God.”’ 
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